Prepared for Battle17/5/15
(Daniel 10:1 - 11:1; Ephesians 6:10-20)

When | was in my teenage years, the minister of
the church my family attended in Sydney was
an eloquent preacher. One of the features of his
sermons was the long (sometimes more than 5
minutes, even as long as 10 on occasions)
introductions. Daniel chapter 10 is a bit like that.
It brings us to the last major section of the book
of Daniel. Chapters 10-12 are all one vision -
with a long introduction. It takes all of chapter
10 simply to get to the vision itself. And the
chapter is a formidable introduction- it nearly
sucked the life out of Daniel himself. But what
does a long introduction like this aim to teach
us? It may have been terrifying for Daniel and
yet it should prove instructive for us.

| think that the chapter teaches us 4 things:

1. Faithfulness may be more difficult than
we suppose

Verse 1 is the heading for all of chapters 10-12;
“In the third year of Cyrus King of Persia, a
revelation was given to Daniel (who was called
Belteshazzar). Its message was true and it
concerned a great war. The understanding of
the message came to him in a vision.” The third
year after Cyrus’ conquest of Babylon was 536
B.C. The content of the vision given to Daniel
was a great war. The word translated “great
war”, carries the idea of hard service or great
suffering. So, although the vision will major on
warfare, such warfare will also include severe
suffering for the people of God (e.g. 11:29-35).

It is a bit foreboding and confronting that this
reminder should come at the very beginning, in
the heading to the whole vision. We who live in
the western world under governments that, for
all their godlessness, at least do not engage in
persecution of Christians can forget that we are
in an abnormal situation. Our brothers and
sisters in Christ who are daily reviled, rejected,
imprisoned, beaten and killed for Christ’s sake -
whether in North Korea, or Syria and Iraq or
Pakistan or many countries in Africa, where
they are hated and hunted - are experiencing
what is far more normal for Christ’s disciples,
his servants. We need to be reminded
constantly that both faith in Christ and suffering
for Christ are equally gifts of grace, as Paul
teaches us: “For it has been granted to you on
behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but
also to suffer for him” (Philippians 1:29).

Suffering is the identification mark of God’s
people. And Daniel’'s opening heading
underscores that. He is saying that the future
history of the people of God will involve great
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Prepared for Battle17/5/15
(Daniel 10:1 - 11:1; Ephesians 6:10-20)

suffering. It is simply what is to be expected. “In
this world you will have trouble”, Jesus warned
his disciples on the night before he died (John
16:33). But we are not told this to break us
down but to shore us up, not to make us
depressed but only to prepare us.

2. Prayer is more crucial than we suppose
Why did Daniel mourn for 3 weeks? Why did he
restrict his diet so severely? Why no use of
lotions for that period? Clearly, as verse 12
makes clear, this period was a time of extended
and focused prayer. But what was behind the
prayer? Why was Daniel driven to such intense
petitioning? Perhaps there are a number of
possible reasons.

First, Daniel was seeking further understanding
of the future awaiting his people. The final verse
of chapter 8 clearly inidcates that Daniel had
less than full comprehension of what the vision
in chapter 8 was all about. In addition, he may
still have been grappling with the revelation of
verses 24-27 of chapter 9. Clearly some such
concern motivated him, because in verse 12 of
chapter 10 the heavenly messenger speaks to
Daniel about “the first day that you set your
mind to gain understanding”. And in v. 14 the
heavenly messenger indicates that he has
come “to explain to you what will happen to your
people in the future”.

Second, Daniel may have been disturbed by
reports filtering back from Judah of the ongoing,
unrelenting opposition the exiles who had
returned from Babylon were meeting. By this
time the exiles would have been back in Judah
a few years and, if Daniel was still serving in
some governmental capacity in the new Persian
empire, as seems the case, he would have had
access to reports on provincial affairs. Hearing
of his people’s distress in Judah drove Daniel to
prayer.

Of what use was Daniel’s prayer? The fact that
the angel says to Daniel, “your words were
heard, and | have come in response to them” (v.
12) implies that this visitation would not have
happened apart from Daniel’s specific prayer.
Then the heavenly messenger’s continued
explanation in v. 13 implies that Daniel’s prayer
sustained a behind-the-scene triumph over the
malicious and evil plans of the invisible powers
in charge of Persia. One commentator has put it
this way: “As we shall see, Daniel’s prayers
succeeded in drawing angels from heaven to
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Prepared for Battle17/5/15
(Daniel 10:1 - 11:1; Ephesians 6:10-20)

earth...In the mighty battle then being fought
between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom
of this world. Daniel succeeded in mobilizing the
angels as a spiritual air force against the satanic
powers in the air”.

But why does God do it this way? Why does
God bring his help through the cumbersome
and agonizing process of Daniel’s prayers?
Why doesn’t he directly apply his power and
authority to meet Israel’s troubles? The answer
is that sometimes he does do that. Remember
Numbers 22. There Balak, Moab’s king, paid
the diviner (witchdoctor!), Balaam, to place a
curse on Israel so that Balak could defeat them
in battle. There is no indication that Israel at the
time was even aware of her danger. There was
no prayer offered up by Israel or its leaders over
the matter. God simply went to work on his own,
using a donkey, a vision and a threat to thwart
any curse Balaam would have loved to declare.
So often, however, God seems to take the long,
time-consuming way. Why? - perhaps to allow
his people or his servant to sense and
understand their own need - and so be more
thankful for and all the more treasure God’s
fulfilment of that need. But it's all so inefficient,
isn’t it? God seems to choose this inefficient
way in Daniel 10. He moves his servant to pray
for his people, then in reponse to the sweat and
struggle of prayer he begins to bring help to his
people. “I have come in response to your
words”, the angel says. Daniel prayed, and
angels went to war.

3. Truth is more devastating than we
suppose

Who or what was this figure, this “man dressed
in linen with a belt of gold around his waist”,
described in verse 6, who Daniel saw in his
vision by the Tigris river? Some commentators
think he is Gabriel, who was the angelic
messenger and interpreter in chapters 8 and 9.
Others think that this is Christophany - a pre-
incarnation appearance of Christ - especially
drawing attention to the parallels between
Daniel’s vision and John’s vision of the risen
Jesus in Revelation 1:13-16. But this seems
unlikely in that in verse 13 this figure
acknowledges that he received help in his
conflict from Michael. The all-powerful Christ
would not need such help. And so, vv. 5-6 seem
to depict an unnamed angelic messenger, who
is endowed with the splendour, the power and
the dread of the God he serves.
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Prepared for Battle17/5/15
(Daniel 10:1 - 11:1; Ephesians 6:10-20)

Daniel is devastated: “| had no strength left, my
face turned deathly pale and | was helpless (v.
8b). We shouldn’t be surprised! Just think about
it. Here is a man, probably in his mid-eighties,
having come through three weeks of a very
restricted diet and intense focus on prayer and
he is physically and psychologically flattened by
the appearance of the invincible angelic warrior.
There is nothing casual about a heavenly
visitor.

Some people in our contemporary Christian
culture seem to assume that a visitor from
heaven is no cause for trauma. A man once
waited to speak with John MacArthur, the
American pastor and teacher, after a
conference. He told MacArthur how he often
saw the Lord, had visions of him, and that Jesus
talked with him often. As an example, the man
said: “He’ll come and speak to me while I'm
shaving.” John MacArthur’s response was: “I
have just one question. Do you stop shaving?”
As if to say: “Does this tend to interrupt your
routine at all?” As far as MacArthur was
concerned the man’s flippancy was so unlike
what we read in the Bible. Even when one of
the Lord’s angelic servants comes to a person
to bring some message or revelation, that
experience brings devastating anguish in most
cases. A large part of Daniel 10 describes the
agonizing process of getting Daniel able to
stand on his feet again, presumably so that he
can properly receive God’s revelation. As his
condition is described in v. 8-10 and 15-17 one
wonders if this helpless, sleeping, shaking,
speechless, breathless man will ever be in
shape to receive the angel’s revelation. Verses
18-19 finally assure us that Daniel had been
sufficiently strengthened to face more of the
revelation ordeal.

The painful detail we are given of the arduous
and gut-wrenching process of strengtheing
Daniel to receive this vision emphasizes for us
that receiving the truth takes a frightful toll on a
man or woman. Perhaps it's something like
what happened to John Bradley who was one of
the men in the famous photo of raising the
American flag on the island of Iwo Jima in World
War Il
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He was in the medical corps and saw more than
his share of the gore and horror of war. He
almost never spoke about it at all. He spoke of it
for 7 or 8 minutes, in a very disinterested
fashion, on his first date with his wife-to-be
Elizabeth. But, Elizabeth later told their son that
after they were married in 1946 John wept at
night, in his sleep, for 4 years. The agony had
left its mark - which is precisely what we see

with Daniel here.

What should our response be? Surely one of
gratitude - gratitude to God and to his servants
through whom his word came to us. It’s true,
isn’t it, that we seldom if ever think of the horror
and pain the Lord’s servants endured in order to
be the instruments through whom his word is
passed on to us in the Bible? We sit comfortably
at our desks or tables, in our armchairs or pews,
read the prophets, and scarcely think of how
Daniel was physically and emotionally wiped out
or Ezekiel was plunged into bitterness and
anger of spirit as the Spirit of God lifted him up
and transported him to the exiles in Babylon:
“The Spirit then lifted me up and took me away,
and | went in bitterness and in the anger of my
spirit, with the strong hand of the Lord on me. |
came to the exiles who lived at Tel Abib near
the Kebar River. And there, where they were
living, | sat among them for seven days - deeply
distressed.” (Ezekiel 3:14-15). In short, we fail
to appreciate how much the word of God cost
them. If we did, surely we would more highly
prize and more eagerly embrace what we have
received at their hands.

4. History is more complicated than we
suppose

The angelic messenger explains in v. 13 why he
was delayed in reaching Daniel. “The prince of
the Persian Kingdom” must be an angelic power
like the angelic messenger who came to Daniel
and like Michael, but an evil angelic power since
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he opposed them. This prince then seems to be
a demonic power that has Persia as his area of
responsibility and potential control - a powerful
evil spirit assigned to work through Persia to
bring harm to God’s people.

The angelic messenger, however, indicates in
vv. 20-21 that he faces further conflict once he
leaves Daniel. He must return to fight with the
prince of Persia and, when he finishes with that
combat, the prince of Greece is coming. War
goes on - continually. The only assistance
Daniel's messenger receives comes from
Michael, who is referred to as “your prince”,
presumably meaning that his area of
responsibility was Israel. What are we to make
of all this? It appears that unseen evil powers
influence and control the kingdoms and
governments of this world in order to inflict harm
and chaos on the people of God. There is a
spiritual battle going on behind the scenes. One
commentator says, “Dark powers encompass
the king’s palace in Persia. What a dreadful
thought...the government offices of a nation
occupied by the forces of anti-God!” Another
speaks of Satan’s assistants who are “far more
cunning than even the most clever human
diplomats” and each is assigned to be an evil
influence on the people of a country “through
lies, propaganda, and other means, with the
overall goal of stirring up hatred of the church of
the Lord.” We would despair if we did not know
of Daniel’'s messenger and Michael and the
legions of which Jesus spoke when arrested in
the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:53).

Is there any part that we weak and frail human
being - saved by God’s grace - can play in all of
this? We can do what Daniel did, can’t we, and
pray? When we pray, we who are merely weak,
trembling human beings engage in the cosmic
conflict in a way that has vast, though often
unseen repercussions. That is why, when Paul
urged the Ephesian Christians to be properly
dressed for spiritual conflict in the whole armour
of God,he ended by urging them to pray always
with all kinds of prayers and requests
(Ephesians 6:18). In the face of overwhelming
situations, unbearable trials and frustrating
difficulties, what can we do? We can pray!

Ultimately though, our victory doesn’t rest on
our faithfulness to pray, or even on the power of
the angels who are fighting for us. Jesus Christ
is the one who has himself won the victory for
us. He took his stand all alone wearing God’s
armour in the crucial, the decisive battle for our

A Aol A8 FelatA AU k9
$ol kol $-2 AR AT shbd o] 1A 7]
F ebol 4] $-2) i Asha o] ol de W e a

479 98 FAFUG

>,
o L |
_ﬁ
LI
Oh‘_\‘i
N
=2
o
L)
o,
o,

%ﬂxo«ﬂ%1www:€WﬂahﬂE
Solo] g Bael & dol FAFTE AT,
j_LEJ—O HHLE] 2 740]’7 U}-X]LH Oﬂ,\é— 1 u]_;(]tﬂ— QP o E],]
shbd, AT o5 12 257k 9] UhebE Az e
24 AYULE F 5ol 2.4 aA

o}l

il




Prepared for Battle17/5/15
(Daniel 10:1 - 11:1; Ephesians 6:10-20)

souls. At the cross, Satan did his worst against
him and was defeated. Since Jesus won that
victory on the cross, no one and nothing can
stand against him. And so Paul is able to assure
us that neither life nor death, nor angels, nor
principalities and powers, nor anything in all
creation can separate us from that victory in
Christ (Romans 8:38-39). Even now, Jesus is
exalted to the right hand of the Father and is no
longer engaged in hand-to-hand conflict with the
devil. He is seated at God’s right hand, at rest. It
is in him that we are “highly esteemed”,
precious in God’s sight, and therefore assured
of ultimate victory.

Surely this is great cause for rejoicing and
praise, even during the difficult and frustrating
conflicts of life! The decisive battle is already
over and God has won the victory. And so, at
the end of our earthly conflict, however fierce
that may be, our glorious rest in heaven is firmly
assured. The day is fast coming when at last
the King of glory, our great God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ, will come to claim his kingdom.
Come, Lord Jesus, come!

Amen

Prepared by Rev. Grant Lawry, Canterbury Presbyterian Church,
Canterbury, Melbourne, Australia for use of the Canterbury
congregation.




